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PURSUIT PRECEDES THE MANTLE 
A Kingdom Pattern in the Father–Son Wineskin 

 

INTRODUCTION 

One of the immutable principles of the Father–Son Wineskin is this: authentic 

sons are marked by pursuit. Pursuit is never a product of fleshly ambition, 

convenience, or the attraction of personality. It flows from a divine stirring, an 

inner leaping, much like John leaped in Elizabeth’s womb at the sound of 

Mary’s voice, recognizing the presence of Christ, the Carrier of Grace (Luke 

1:41). 

This leaping is more than emotion; it is a spiritual witness; a covenantal 

recognition of the grace God has deposited in another. Authentic pursuit is 

birthed by revelation and discernment, not compulsion. Sons pursue because 

they see what God has hidden in their fathers. They understand that mantles 

in the Kingdom are not demanded, negotiated, or seized—they are inherited 

through the posture of pursuit. 

Such a pursuit becomes the evidence of a covenantal relationship - it is 

covenant-driven, not convenience-driven. It is the acknowledgement that 

grace flows through appointed vessels and that access comes only through 

honour. Elisha did not inherit Elijah’s mantle by accident; his unwavering 

pursuit preserved his positioning for impartation. In the same way, honour-

filled pursuit remains the protocol by which spiritual inheritance is secured, 

and mantles are transferred. 

Here are three vital dimensions of Kingdom access that become available 

through the active, honourable pursuit of fathers in the Lord: 

 

1. Access to Grace and Provision 

One of the foremost dimensions of Kingdom access unlocked through pursuit 

is access to grace and provision. Lot’s increase and wealth were not the 

result of his own ingenuity or independent enterprise. Scripture records that 

“Lot also, who went with Abram, had flocks and herds and tents” (Genesis 

13:5). His prosperity was a byproduct of his covenantal connection and 

proximity to Abraham, the one carrying the divine promise. 

This reveals a profound Kingdom truth: sons inherit by proximity. Mantles and 

blessings are not transferred from a distance; they flow through nearness and 

faithful pursuit. To walk with a carrier of grace is to become a legitimate 

partaker of that grace (Philippians 1:7). 

It is not enough to admire grace from afar; access requires positioning. Just as 

Lot’s wealth was tied to Abraham’s covenant, true sons step into dimensions 

of provision, favour, and overflow because of their relational pursuit of fathers 

appointed by God. Honour secures inheritance, and pursuit sustains the flow. 
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2. Access to Revelation 

Another vital dimension of Kingdom access unlocked through pursuit is 

access to revelation. Revelation is not merely information; it is divine sight, the 

unveiling of mysteries, and the capacity to see beyond the natural into the 

eternal purposes of God. This dimension is often bestowed upon sons who 

walk in the proximity of grace carriers. 

Consider Elisha’s servant. Fear consumed him when he saw only the natural 

army surrounding them, but because of his proximity and service to Elisha, his 

eyes were opened to perceive the greater reality of heaven’s armies. “And 

Elisha prayed, and said, “Lord, I pray, open his eyes that he may see. Then 

the Lord opened the eyes of the young man, and he saw. And behold, the 

mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.” (2 Kings 

6:17). His access to revelation was not independent; it was birthed out of his 

covenantal positioning under a father who lived in the dimension of divine 

sight. 

This truth underscores a Kingdom principle: revelation flows through father-son 

wineskin. Sons who pursue their fathers inherit not just provision, but sight. They 

begin to see through their father’s lens and discern the workings of God with 

greater clarity. As Paul prayed for the Ephesians, “that the eyes of your 

understanding being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of His 

calling…” (Ephesians 1:18), so sons who pursue faithfully are granted access 

to illumination that shapes their walk and strengthens their destiny. 

 

3. Access to the Nations 

A further dimension of Kingdom access through pursuit is access to the 

nations. Doors to territories and realms are not opened by chance or mere 

human effort. In my own journey, it has been the covenantal connection to a 

grace carrier and spiritual father that has undeniably positioned me before 

nations. This is not a coincidence, but Kingdom order: when you honour the 

grace upon a spiritual father, you are ushered into dimensions you could 

never enter independently. 

The mantle does not rest upon the casual observer or the disengaged 

follower. It falls upon those who intentionally pursue, faithfully serve, and 

consistently honour. Pursuit is the currency of inheritance. Without pursuit, 

there is no authentic impartation, for pursuit always precedes the mantle. 

This principle is beautifully illustrated in the life of the Shunammite woman. Her 

deliberate honour toward Elisha created a landing strip for the prophetic 

grace in her household, resulting in a reward beyond natural capacity (2 

Kings 4:8-17). Likewise, sons who pursue their fathers inherit access to 

platforms, nations, and spheres of influence reserved by God for generational 

advancement. 

Paul affirmed this truth when he declared, “For though you might have ten 

thousand instructors in Christ, yet you do not have many fathers” (1 
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Corinthians 4:15). It is fathers who carry the authority to release sons into 

nations, and it is pursuit that positions sons to inherit that release. 

 

ELISHA PURSUED ELIJAH 

"As the Lord lives, and as your soul lives, I will not leave you!" (2 Kings 2:2, 4, 6) 

Elisha’s unwavering pursuit of Elijah was not mere persistence; it was the mark 

of a true son. At every station of Elijah’s journey (Gilgal, Bethel, Jericho, and 

the Jordan), Elisha was given the option to remain behind. Yet his response 

was resolute: “I will not leave you.” This reveals the tenacity, loyalty, and 

prophetic focus required to inherit a mantle. 

Elisha’s determination did not spring from ambition, but from revelation. He 

understood that mantles are not claimed by entitlement but accessed 

through faithfulness, pursuit, and honour. Though Elisha already carried a 

personal calling, He discerned that his inheritance was linked to his 

relationship with Elijah. Scripture affirms: “He who receives a prophet in the 

name of a prophet shall receive a prophet’s reward” (Matthew 10:41). 

His reward? A double portion of Elijah’s spirit (2 Kings 2:9–15). This was not 

simply a numerical increase but a prophetic sign of multiplied grace and 

authority. Elisha did not inherit because he was next in line—he inherited 

because he pursued to the end, refusing distraction or detachment. 

This pursuit models the principle that mantles fall on those who refuse to quit, 

those who discern the weight of spiritual inheritance, and on those who stay 

connected until the very end. Just as Jacob wrestled with God and declared, 

“I will not let You go unless You bless me” (Genesis 32:26), so Elisha’s relentless 

pursuit positioned him for impartation. 

Therefore, pursuit reflects the posture of the heart. Sons who pursue with 

honour receive more than just teaching - they receive impartation. They are 

entrusted with mantles not because of social or financial standing, but 

because they have demonstrated their hunger, loyalty, and capacity to 

carry weight in the Spirit. 

 

RUTH PURSUED NAOMI 

"Where you go, I will go; where you stay, I will stay. Your people will be my 

people and your God my God." (Ruth 1:16) 

Ruth stands as a prophetic picture of sonship, though not a son by gender. 

She embodies the spirit of pursuit that flows from covenant, not convenience. 

When Naomi urged her to turn back, Ruth refused. Her words were not born 

of duty, but of covenantal love and recognition. She discerned that destiny 

was hidden in Naomi, even when Naomi herself felt empty and broken. 

Ruth’s pursuit was not transactional; it was transformational. She clung to 

Naomi even when it appeared that Naomi had nothing to give. In Ruth, we 

see the heart of a true son: one who remains faithful, not because of visible 

benefits, but because of an invisible recognition of divine purpose. 
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Her pursuit positioned her for divine alignment. Her decision to follow Naomi 

led her to Boaz, her kinsman-redeemer, and ultimately into the very 

genealogy of Jesus Christ (Matthew 1:5). What began as loyalty to a grieving 

widow became the pathway to participating in the lineage of the Messiah. 

This is the power of covenantal pursuit—it carries eternal consequence. 

The lesson is clear: true sons do not chase platforms; they pursue persons in 

whom God has hidden His purposes. Just as Elisha pursued Elijah for a mantle, 

Ruth pursued Naomi for a destiny. Both reveal that mantles and inheritances 

flow to those who discern the vessel God has chosen, and who remain 

steadfast when others turn away. 

 

TIMOTHY PURSUED PAUL 

But you know his proven character, that as a son with his father he served 

with me in the gospel." (Philippians 2:22) 

Timothy’s journey is a masterclass in apostolic pursuit. He did not linger in the 

background, hoping for recognition or waiting to be “discovered.” Instead, 

he pressed into Paul’s life and ministry with a posture of servanthood. His 

pursuit was not passive but participatory, “as a son with his father,” he 

laboured side by side with Paul in the trenches of gospel work. 

Paul calls him “my true son in the faith” (1 Timothy 1:2), revealing that Timothy 

did not just learn principles; he caught a pattern. He wasn’t positioning 

himself to replace Paul; he was positioning himself to replicate the heart of 

Paul - his doctrine, his endurance, his devotion to Christ, and his apostolic 

ways. “Hold fast the pattern of sound words which you heard from me, in 

faith and love which are in Christ Jesus” (2 Timothy 1:13). 

Timothy’s pursuit was not theoretical; it was practical, relational, and 

sacrificial. He travelled with Paul, endured hardship with Paul, and even bore 

the cost of circumcision (Acts 16:3) to remove obstacles for the gospel’s 

advance. This kind of pursuit demonstrated that true sonship is not measured 

by proximity alone, but by the willingness to pay the price of a father-son 

relationship. 

And what was the result? Timothy inherited Paul’s trust, Paul’s assignments, 

and Paul’s spiritual legacy. When Paul could not be present, he sent Timothy 

as his exact representation: “I have no one else of kindred spirit who will 

genuinely be concerned for your welfare” (Philippians 2:20). This transfer of 

trust was greater than a title; it was the passing of a mantle of apostolic 

responsibility. 

The lesson is clear: mantles are not caught by ambition but by proven 

character, tested faithfulness, and enduring pursuit. Timothy’s life reminds us 

that true sons don’t chase positions; they pursue true fathers, they embody 

patterns, and in due time, they inherit the weight of legacy. 
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JOSHUA PURSUED MOSES 

“…but his young aide Joshua, son of Nun, did not leave the tent.” (Exodus 

33:11) 

Joshua’s rise was not the result of ambition or self-promotion - it was the fruit 

of pursuit. He did not lobby for a title or campaign for recognition; instead, he 

aligned himself with Moses, serving faithfully as his aide and remaining in the 

atmosphere of God’s presence. While others came and went from the tent of 

meeting, Joshua lingered. His hunger for God and his loyalty to Moses 

revealed a heart posture fit for inheritance. 

Joshua’s proximity positioned him for promotion. He wasn’t merely shadowing 

Moses to gain influence; he was absorbing the rhythms of God’s ways 

through the man God had appointed. He watched Moses commune with 

God face-to-face, and by remaining close, he caught both the pattern of 

leadership and the presence that sustains it. Scripture affirms: “He who walks 

with the wise grows wise” (Proverbs 13:20). Joshua’s wisdom was born from 

proximity. 

When the time came for succession, the transfer of authority was not random; 

it was the natural consequence of consistent pursuit. “Take Joshua son of 

Nun, a man in whom is the Spirit, and lay your hand on him… you shall give 

him some of your authority, so that all the congregation of the Israelites may 

obey him” (Numbers 27:18-20). Moses laid hands on Joshua, and the mantle 

of leadership rested upon him. What looked sudden in public was already 

settled in private through years of faithfulness. 

The lesson is clear: mantles are not stumbled upon—they are stewarded 

through pursuit. Joshua’s story teaches us that staying close, remaining 

faithful, and lingering in the presence prepares a man for divine assignment.  

 

 

MARKS OF SONS WHO RECEIVE THE MANTLE 
 

1. Honour:  

True sons are distinguished by their ability to walk in honour. They do not see 

their spiritual fathers only as mere men, but as carriers of divine grace and 

patterns appointed for their lives. Honour is not flattery; it is a recognition of 

the weight of God’s deposit in another. Scripture affirms: “A son honours his 

father, and a servant his master” (Malachi 1:6). 

To honour is to acknowledge the grace of God at work in one’s father and to 

position oneself under that covering with humility and gratitude. Sons who 

carry honour in their hearts receive not only teaching but impartation. They 

understand that dishonour closes the door to inheritance, while honour 

unlocks mantles and transfers spiritual authority. 

We see this in Elisha, who refused to let Elijah out of his sight because he 

discerned that his destiny was hidden in Elijah’s journey (2 Kings 2:2–6). We 
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see it again in Timothy, whom Paul called “my true son in the faith” (1 Timothy 

1:2), because Timothy walked in faithful honour, serving with Paul as a son 

with his father (Philippians 2:22). 

Honour is the fertile soil where mantles are planted and multiplied. Without 

honour, pursuit becomes ambition. But with honour, pursuit becomes 

inheritance. Sons who honour well are sons who inherit well. 

 

2. Consistency:  

Consistency is the hallmark of sons who inherit mantles. It is the daily, steady 

alignment with the life, doctrine, and patterns of their spiritual fathers. True 

sons are not sporadic in their pursuit; they do not waver when the seasons 

change, when trials press in, or when transitions challenge their focus. They 

remain faithful in small things, knowing that the mantle flows to those who 

demonstrate reliability in the unseen. 

Scripture affirms Timothy as a model: “But you know his proven character, 

that as a son with his father he served with me in the gospel” (Philippians 

2:22). Timothy did not seek to impress through occasional effort; he served 

faithfully, day in and day out, in oneness with Paul’s heart, mission, and 

pattern of life. His consistency in service and faithfulness established him as 

worthy of trust, authority, and eventual mantle transfer. 

Consistency is more than routine; it is loyalty in practice, faithfulness in 

process, and integrity under pressure. As 1 Corinthians 4:2 reminds us, 

“Moreover it is required in stewards that one be found faithful.” Mantles are 

released to those who prove faithful in the long haul, not to those who chase 

moments of recognition. 

Seasons may test, trials may try, and the world may waver, but those who 

remain steady in pursuit will see the mantle fall, for God honours 

perseverance and unwavering steadfastness with His appointed order. 

 

3. Submission and Proximity:  

Sons who receive the mantle understand that true inheritance flows through 

submission and proximity. This is not merely physical closeness—it is a posture 

of the heart, a willingness to align with the life, calling, and authority of the 

father. Scripture illustrates this principle beautifully in the life of Mephibosheth, 

who continually partook of King David’s table (2 Samuel 9:13). Though he 

had a right to nothing, his posture of humility and closeness positioned him to 

receive grace, sustenance, and honour. Mantles are released in the same 

way: to those who stay near the source, who embrace authority with 

reverence, and who honour the covering under which they serve. 

Submission is not weakness; it is the conduit of impartation. When a son 

submits, he opens himself to receive not only instruction but the spiritual 

endowment carried by his father. As seen in the care of Mephibosheth and in 
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the service of Timothy alongside Paul (Philippians 2:22), proximity enables sons 

to absorb vision, character, and the operational patterns of the Kingdom. 

Even in ordinary service, the son who remains close becomes a vessel 

prepared for an extraordinary purpose. As 1 Samuel 17:17-20 reveals, 

Jonathan’s engagement with David in the field and the house set the stage 

for alignment, protection, and covenantal blessing. Likewise, proximity 

combined with submission positions sons to inherit mantles and participate 

fully in God’s divine purposes. 

“Draw near to God, and He will draw near to you” (James 4:8). Mantles are 

not given to the distant; they rest upon those who deliberately stay close, 

who walk in obedience, and who embrace the authority of their spiritual 

fathers with humility and faithfulness. 

 

4. Shared Vision:  

Sons who receive the mantle do more than admire their father’s vision; they 

own it, live it, and carry it forward. They are not passive observers; they are 

active participants in fulfilling God’s purposes through their fathers. True sons 

identify so closely with the vision that it becomes inseparable from their own 

hearts. Scripture provides a vivid example in Solomon, who built the temple 

and completed the work that David longed to accomplish (1 Chronicles 

28:10-12). David’s passion became Solomon’s assignment, and through 

faithful alignment, the vision transitioned seamlessly to the next generation. 

This principle is echoed in the words of Jesus: “The Son can do nothing of 

Himself, but what He sees the Father doing…” (John 5:19). Mantles are 

released to those who see, understand, and act in harmony with the heart 

and labour of the one who carries the original vision. 

A shared vision is more than replication; it is an extension and multiplication. 

Sons who embrace it are not content with mere continuation; they enhance, 

expand, and elevate the assignment. Like Joshua advancing Moses’ 

leadership and Ruth stepping into Naomi’s covenantal purpose, they 

demonstrate that the mantle flows to those who align their heart, actions, 

and destiny with the father’s God-given vision. 

“Commit your works to the Lord, and your plans will be established” (Proverbs 

16:3). A son who shares the vision commits himself to the eternal purposes of 

God, becoming a vessel through which legacy, mandate, and mantle 

converge. 

 

5. Nature and Like-Mindedness:  

True sons reflect the character, heart, and nature of those under whom they 

are trained. Paul describes Timothy as isopsuchos, or “like-minded” 

(Philippians 2:19-24). This term conveys far more than agreement; it reveals 

that Timothy faithfully embodied Paul’s heart and mission. He thought like 

Paul, served like Paul, and bore the weight of the calling with the same zeal 

and humility. Timothy’s like-mindedness made him a vessel capable of 
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carrying Paul’s mantle without distortion, and it positioned him to step fully 

into apostolic responsibility. 

Nature and like-mindedness are markers of spiritual continuity. Mantles are 

not given to those who merely admire from a distance; they are entrusted to 

those who mirror the heart of the father, who internalize the vision, the values, 

and the spirit of the calling. As Proverbs 22:6 declares, “Train up a child in the 

way he should go, and when he is old, he will not depart from it.” Likewise, 

sons trained in heart alignment inherit not just instruction but impartation and 

authority, ensuring the legacy of the father continues without compromise. 

True sons do not only replicate; they resonate. They become conduits of spirit, 

wisdom, and destiny. The mantle falls on those who are like-minded in 

essence, spirit, and action, carrying forward both the calling and the 

character of the one from whom it was imparted. 

 

6. Protection:  

Sons who are ready to receive the mantle are guardians of their father’s 

reputation and spiritual integrity. They understand that honour is not passive 

admiration - it is active stewardship. A true son protects, covers, and upholds 

the calling and legacy of the one from whom he receives guidance, 

authority, and impartation. Scripture provides a striking example in Shem and 

Japheth, who “took a garment, laid it upon both their shoulders, and walked 

backward, and covered the nakedness of their father” (Genesis 9:23). In their 

act of discretion and respect, they safeguarded their father’s dignity and 

integrity.  

Protection is not mere loyalty; it is a spiritual responsibility. It preserves the 

vessel, the vision, and the inheritance until God’s appointed time. Proverbs 

27:17 declares, “Iron sharpens iron, and one man sharpens another.” But 

alongside sharpening comes guarding sons who protect and enable their 

fathers’ ministry, calling, and anointing to flourish unhindered. 

Mantles are released to sons who do not betray, expose, or compromise 

what has been entrusted to them. They are sons who walk in integrity, 

discretion, and honour, becoming safe vessels through whom God can 

multiply legacy, impartation, and spiritual authority. 

 

7. Intimate Affection:  

The final mark of a son who truly receives the mantle is intimate affection 

toward his father. This is more than duty, service, or obedience; it is the 

overflow of a heart bound in covenant love. Sons who walk in intimate 

affection remain tender, loyal, and deeply connected, even when seasons 

change and responsibilities increase. 

Joseph exemplified this in his reunion with his brothers in Egypt. After years of 

betrayal, pain, and exaltation to rulership, his first question pierced through 

time and circumstance: “Is my father still alive?” (Genesis 45:3). Despite his 
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power and prestige, Joseph’s heart remained tethered to his father. His 

concern was not for his power but for the life of his source. 

This reveals the heartbeat of true sons: they never outgrow affection for their 

father. Their hearts echo Paul’s words: “God is my witness, how greatly I long 

for you all with the affection of Jesus Christ” (Philippians 1:8). Affection keeps 

the relationship pure, untainted by ambition, and open for authentic 

impartation. 

Mantles are not conferred on those who are cold, indifferent, or 

transactional; they rest on sons whose love is genuine, whose loyalty is 

unquestionable, and whose affection preserves alignment. Where there is 

affection, there is trust; where there is trust, there is impartation; and where 

there is impartation, the mantle becomes inheritance. 

 

CONCLUSION 

From Elisha and Elijah to Ruth and Naomi, Timothy and Paul, Joshua and 

Moses, the message is consistent: Pursuit Precedes the Mantle. Mantles are 

not conferred casually. They are transferred within the framework of 

honourable pursuit, relational trust, and proven spiritual maturity. They flow to 

those who demonstrate loyalty, faithfulness, and alignment with God’s 

appointed order. 

If you desire to walk in what your father carries, do not wait - pursue. Pursue 

not out of selfish ambition, like Gehazi, nor to usurp or replace, like Korah, but 

to represent, extend, and faithfully establish what God has entrusted to your 

father. True sons understand that the mantle is received, not demanded. 

Scripture affirms: “A son honours his father” (Malachi 1:6), and “As a son with 

his father, he serves with proven character” (Philippians 2:22). 

Sons who pursue with honour, faithfulness, intimacy, and like-mindedness 

position themselves to inherit spiritual authority, impartation, and legacy. 

Pursuit is the pathway; obedience, loyalty, and affection are the currency. 

Do not underestimate the power of faithful pursuit. The mantle waits for those 

who chase relationship over recognition, and covenant over convenience. 

 

Grace and blessings, 

Amen! 

 


